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Summary: 

The Innovations in Permitting Panel at the NBS Policy Forum showcased groundbreaking 
approaches to streamline permitting processes and promote Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) 
implementation. Martin Mayor highlighted specific Nationwide Permits (NWPs) and 
Programmatic General Permits (PGPs) facilitating NBS projects, emphasizing the importance of 
pre-application meetings. Luisa Valiela discussed California's SB 272 and the formation of BRRIT 
to enhance permitting for tidal restoration projects. Todd Miller emphasized the role of 
environmental advocacy and partnerships in driving NBS demonstration projects and 
advocating for permitting reform. The panel also addressed the need for updated regulatory 
guidance to address climate change challenges. The Puget Sound Federal Leadership Task Force 
underscored the importance of collaborative governance and outlined initiatives like the Multi-
Agency Regulatory Review Team (MARRT) to streamline permitting processes and engage with 
First Nations. International perspectives highlighted the Netherlands' innovative permitting 
decisions lasting 50 years, enabling rapid adaptive management. The panel concluded with a 
call to accelerate NBS adoption through leap-ahead opportunities in regulation and permitting.  


