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Healthy, well-vegetated coastlines are resilient coastlines, able to 
withstand daily pressures and quickly recover from storm events. 
Unfortunately, many of our coastlines are not healthy and seem to 
require ever greater measures for stabilization. Traditional 
stabilization methods reduce or eliminate many of the ecosystem 
functions of a vegetated shoreline. Living shorelines are a more 
ecological method of stabilization and can often be more 
economical. However, implementation at scale is often hindered by 
both a lack of education and funding. This talk will provide case 
studies to illustrate how leveraging partnerships can result in 
living shoreline implementation at scale.

Glen Delaney & Carson Risner, Earth Economics
Making the Case for Nature-Based Solutions: Ecosystem 
Services, Benefit-Cost Analyses, and Storytelling
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Native Shorelines Projects

Installed projects

Contracted projects

Proposed projects



living shoreline, Marshallberg, NC ς 23 months after installation

Designed, permitted, & installed

over 6 miles

of  living shorelines
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Healthy coastlines are resilient coastlines

QuickReef® living shoreline, Pine Knoll Shores, NC

Mayer-Pinto, M., K. A. Dafforn, and E. L. Johnston. (2019). 

A Decision Framework for Coastal Infrastructure to Optimize 

Biotic Resistance and Resilience in a Changing Climate. 

BioScience 69:833ï843



Ecosystem services

ReadyReef living shoreline, Horn Harbor, Mathews, VA

Å Provisioning

Å Regulating

Å Supporting

Å Cultural



Many of  our coasts ARE NOT healthy


